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EDITORIAL 

NORTHLAND  VACATION 

Might  as  well  admit  it — conventions  are  a  vaca¬ 
tion,  which  is  defined  as  a  respite  from  everyday 
work.  Even  tho  an  SLA  convention  may  be  more 
profitable  than  equal  time  spent  on  the  job,  hardly 
anyone  works  as  hard  there  as  at  his  usual  routine. 
This  year,  even  if  you  do  not  make  your  regular  va¬ 
cation  consecutive,  the  shortened  convention  offers 
an  extra  day  or  two  for  sight-seeing  in  the  land  of 
a  thousand  lakes.  (All  those  who  are  going  to  be 
back  at  their  desks  on  Friday  morning  please  raise 
their  hands.) 

If  you  would  like  to  know  a  little  more  about 
the  Twin  Cities,  there  is  a  fine  article  in  the  Febru¬ 
ary  1951  HOLIDAY.  This  article  on  page  34  is 
entitled  “Embattled  Twins.”  Written  by  a  native 
son,  Norman  Katov,  it  attempts  to  explain  why  St. 
Paul  and  Minneapolis  strain  at  fraternal  bonds  and 
vigorously  pursue  separate  ways.  For  vacation  ma¬ 
terial  on  the  state,  write  to  Bernadette  Becker,  De¬ 
partment  of  Business  Research  and  Development, 
State  Capitol,  St.  Paul  1,  Minn. 

On  the  serious  side,  the  program  planners  really 
have  a  profitable  program  of  papers  lined  up,  as 
you  will  see  on  page  3,  and  it  will  be  worth  your 
while  and  your  employer’s  for  you  to  attend. 

COMING  SOON 

The  long-awaited  “Science-Technology  Libraries, 
Their  Organization  and  Administration,”  familiarly 
known  as  the  Sci-Tech  Manual,  is  definitely  expect¬ 
ed  to  be  available  in  May.  The  galley  proofs  were 
in  the  hands  of  the  editor  on  February  1st  and  in¬ 
dexing  was  in  progress  at  the  time  of  our  deadline. 

This  will  be  a  “must”  book  for  all  member 
libraries  of  the  Sci-Tech  Division,  so  watch  for  an¬ 
nouncements  of  ordering  details. 

HELP!  AWARDS  PROJECT 

A  bibliography  of  Awards  presented  by  scientific 
societies — their  history,  qualifications  and  recipients 
— has  been  on  and  off  the  agenda  of  the  Chemistry 
Section  for  quite  a  few  years.  Now  the  Sci-Tech 
Division  is  undertaking  the  project,  with  a  commit¬ 
tee  under  the  chairmanship  of  Gretchen  D.  Little, 
Atlas  Powder  Co.,  Wilmington  99,  Delaware. 

As  a  start,  one  librarian,  (Alice  V,  Neil,  Gen. 
Elec.  Co.)  has  sent  in  her  complete  file  on  Awards. 
These  are  being  copied  verbatim  to  be  used  later. 
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Do  you  have  any  such  files  or  know  of  anyone  who 
does 7  If  so,  may  the  committee  borrow  them? 

Will  all  Association  librarians  please  send  in  any 
data  they  might  have  on  their  own  Association 
awards. 

The  biggest  problem  confronting  the  committee 
will  be  limitations  of  what  to  cover.  As  the  uncom¬ 
pleted  Chemistry  Section  project  the  bibliography 
was  to  cover  chemistry  awards  only,  but  now  as  a 
Division  project  it  is  hoped  to  cover  all  awards  for 
achievement  in  science  or  technology.  The  National 
Research  Council  lists  1302  U.  S.  scientific  and 
technical  societies  and  1 66  Canadian  ones  in  their 
Bulletin  115  (1948).  Tbe  Department  of  Com¬ 
merce,  “National  Associations  of  the  U.  S.”,  has  an 
index  covering  several  thousand  in  this  field.  Al¬ 
though  many  of  the  societies  named  in  these  publi¬ 
cations  do  not  give  awards,  it  can  readily  be  seen 
that  some  limitation  must  be  used. 

Let  the  committee  have  your  ideas  on  fields  of 
interest,  local  chapter  awards  and  format  to  be  used. 
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THE  CHAIRMAN  REPORTS— 

(Excerpts  from  the  Mid-Year  Division  Report) 
Number  of  Members 

As  a  result  of  the  constitutional  changes  regard¬ 
ing  Division  affiliation,  our  membership  was  reduced 
to  1279  members  last  September.  As  of  January 
1951  we  had  gained  back  some  of  this  loss  and  our 
total  membership  amounted  to  1453,  of  which  60 
were  extra  Division  affiliations. 

S-T  Manual 

Science-Technology  Libraries,  under  this  new  title 
and  as  a  printed  volume,  is  nearing  completion  with 
the  manuscript  now  in  the  hands  of  the  printer.  We 
are  all  awaiting  eagerly  the  release  of  this  publica¬ 
tion  which  has  been  a  project  of  our  Division  for  so 
many  years  with  so  many  of  our  members  contribu¬ 
ting.  Miss  Lucille  Jackson,  the  editor,  has  given  and 
is  continuing  to  give  untiringly  of  her  time  and  effort 
to  the  project. 

Salary  Survey 

The  summary  of  the  Salary  Survey  conducted 
among  the  members  of  the  Sci-Tech  Division  at¬ 
tending  the  Atlantic  City  convention  has  been  made 
available  for  loan  to  members  of  the  Division.  Fif¬ 
teen  cents  is  charged  to  cover  mailing  costs.  During 
the  period  covered  by  this  report  67  members 
asked  to  see  it. 

Convention — St.  Paul,  Jiaie  1951 

Our  Division  Program  Chairman,  Miss  Alberta 
Brown,  in  addition  to  planning  the  general  meet¬ 
ings  for  the  Division,  is  coordinating  the  plans  of 
the  various  Sections  and  fitting  both  Section  and 
Division  meetings  into  the  overall  convention  pro¬ 
gram.  The  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Division,  working 
with  Miss  Brown  in  an  advisory  capacity,  is  aid¬ 
ing  her  in  our  attempt  to  raise  the  standard  of  pa¬ 
pers  presented  at  our  meetings. 

Sci-Tech  News 

At  the  1950  annual  business  meeting  it  was  voted 
to  increase  the  subscription  price  to  $2.00.  It  is 
hoped  that,  as  this  is  the  best  source  of  information 
on  developments  in  our  field  as  well  as  of  Division 
and  SLA  news,  Sci-Tech  News  will  soon  begin  to 
gain  a  considerable  number  of  new  subscribers.  At 
the  March  Advisory  Committee  meeting  we  shall 
have  the  1950  statement  of  finances  of  this  publica¬ 
tion. 


YOUR  NOMINATING  COMMITTEE  SUBMITS— 

For  Vice-Chairman  (Chairman-EJect)  of  the  Sci- 
Tech  Division: 

Miss  Alberta  L.  Brown,  Upjohn  Co.,  Kalama¬ 
zoo,  Mich. 

Miss  Anne  L.  Nicholson,  Pennsylvania  Salt 
Mfg.  Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

For  Secretary-Treasurer: 

Miss  Marion  E.  Bonniwell,  Bureau  of  Ships  Li¬ 
brary,  Washington,  D.C. 

Miss  Pauline  Whitlock,  U.  S.  Dept,  of  Agricul¬ 
ture  Library,  Washington,  D.C. 

The  incoming  Chairnnan  will  of  course  be  this 
year’s  Chairman-Elect,  Mr.  Eugene  B.  Jackson,  Na¬ 
tional  Advisory  Committee  for  Aeronautics,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.  The  ballots  with  the  qualifications  of 
the  candidates  will  be  mailed  to  all  Division  mem¬ 
bers  this  month.  All  ballots  must  have  the  member’s 
name  on  the  outside  envelope  and  be  postmarked 
not  later  than  May  1,  1951  to  be  valid  and  count¬ 
ed. 

Respectfully  submitted  by  the  Nominating  Com¬ 
mittee — 

Mildred  Benton, 

Naval  Research  Laboratory,  Washington,  D.C. 

Lura  Shorb, 

Hercules  Powder  Co.,  Experiment  Station,  Wil¬ 
mington,  Del. 

Eugenia  Tenney,  Chairman 

International  Minerals  and  Chemical  Corp.,  Chi¬ 
cago,  III. 


JOIN  A  SECTION 

Once  before  we  made  this  plea,  but  still  the  Sec¬ 
tion  rolls  are  not  complete  and  in  agreement  with 
total  Division  membership.  Since  Headquarters  mem¬ 
bership  records  no  longer  include  any  indication  of 
Section  affiliation,  it  has  been  impossible  with  the 
many  membership  changes  to  make  up  re'iable  lists  of 
Section  members.  One  or  two  of  the  Sections  are 
planning  mail  ballots  and  therefore  need  reliable 
lists  very  soon. 

Please  fill  out,  sign  and  return  the  stamped  and 
addressed  postcsu'd  with  the  Division  ballot  mail¬ 
ing  at  once. 

Send  it  in  even  if  you  indicate  no  specific  Section 
interest.  We  realize  some  members  are  in  positions 
which  require  keeping  abreast  of  all  fields,  and  for 
them  we  offer  the  broad  coverage  of  SCI-TECH 
NEWS,  but  any  member  whose  employer’s  inter¬ 
ests  are  definitely  in  one  of  the  six  Sections  should 
certainly  be  enrolled  in  that  Section. 


ACS  Chemical  Literature  Division 

As  usual  the  American  Chemical  Society  Chem. 
Lit.  Div.  is  having  a  program  of  great  interest  to  Sci- 
Tech  librarians  at  their  meeting  in  Boston  April  1-5. 
Watch  for  the  final  program  in  the  March  5  issue  of 
Chemical  and  &igineering  News. 

One  of  the  highlights,  it  is  reported,  will  be  a 
round  table  discussion  on  the  relation  of  the  litera¬ 
ture  chemist  to  the  chemist  librarian,  in  which  Mrs. 
Irene  Strieby  of  Eli  Lilly  Co.  and  Dr.  Keyes  Metcalf 
of  Harvard  University  will  represent  the  librarian, 
and  Miss  Mary  Alexander  of  Universal  Oil  Products 
Co.,  and  Dr.  Eugene  Scott  of  the  Atomic  Energy 
Commission  will  speak  for  the  chemist. 


(CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  5) 


TENTATIVE  CONVENTION  PROGRAM 


St.  Paul,  Minnesota  June  18*21,  1951  Hotel  Lowry 

Monday,  June  18 

Morning:  Placement  Policy  Round  Table,  9:00-10:20  A.  M. 

First  General  Session  10:40-12  noon 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  W.  Owens,  President  SLA 

Honorable  Luther  W.  Youngdahl,  Governor,  State  of  Minnesota 
Noon :  Group  Luncheon  for  all  SLA  members 

Afternoon:  Library  and  Plant  trips 

Division  meetings — ^Advertising,  Biological  Sciences,  Business,  Financial,  Insurance,  Museum, 
Newspaper,  Publishing,  Transportation. 

Science-Technology  Division,  Section  Meetings  1 :30-2 :50  P.  M. 

Metals  Section 

Symposium  on  Technical  Societies  and  Their  Publications,  Foreign,  (continuing  1950  con¬ 
vention  symposium  on  U.  S.  societies) 

Speakers:  Miss  N.  Imogene  Copps,  Librarian  and  Prof.  E.  C.  McClintock,  Director,  Engineer¬ 
ing  Library,  University  of  Virginia. 

Dr.  Iver  Igelsrud,  Librarian,  Battelle  Memorial  Institute,  Columbus,  Ohio 

Mrs.  Moira  C.  Jones,  Librarian,  Aluminum  Laboratories,  Ltd.,  Kingston.  Ontario 

Petroleum  Section 

Speakers:  Miss  Lorraine  Ciboch,  Librarian,  Institute  of  Gas  Technology,  Chicago,  III. 

“The  Qompilation  of  GAS  ABSTRACTS” 

Miss  Mignon  Gill,  Librarian,  Universal  Oil  Products  Co.,  Chicago 
“A  Simple  System  for  Handling  Clippings” 

“Funny  Names”  (illustrated  talk  on  petroleum  industry  jargon) 

Pharmaceutical  Section 

Speakers:  “A  Research  Man’s  Concept  of  the  Library” 

(to  be  announced) 

Miss  Winifred  Sewell,  Librarian.  EL  R.  Squibb  and  Sons,  Brooklyn.  N.  Y. 

“How  UNLISTED  DRUGS  is  Produced” 

Mr.  Ernest  F.  Spitzer,  Librarian.  Chas.  Pfizer  and  Co.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

“Foreign  Sources  of  Pharmaceutical  Information” 

Mrs.  Lois  Bacon,  Librarian,  Sterling-Winthrop  Research  Institute,  Rensselaer,  N.  Y.. 
Chairman,  Round  Table  Discussion  on  Problems  and  Short-Cuts 

Public  Utilities  Section 

Speakers:  Mr.  H.  E.  Bumgardner,  Librarian,  Detroit  Edison  Co.,  Detroit,  Mich. 

“Labor  Saving  Applied  to  Magazine  Circulation” 

Panel  Discussion  on  Book  Selection 
Speakers  and  other  topics  to  be  announced. 

Science-Technology  Division,  Section  Business  Meetings  3:10-4:30 
Annual  business  meeting  for  each  of  six  Sections 
Evening:  Dinner  for  members  attending  their  first  convention 

Dinner  for  Division  Chairmen 
Dinner  for  Chapter  Presidents  and  bulletin  editors 
Informal  Reception — ^James  Jerome  Hill  Reference  Library 

Tuesday,  June  19 

Morning:  Group  breakfast  for  all  SLA  members  8:00  A.  M. 

Elxecutive  Board  and  Advisory  Council  Open  Meeting  9 :00- 1 2 
Noon:  Group  Ltmcheon  for  all  SLA  members 

Afternoon:  Library  and  Plant  trips 

Division  meetings — Advertising-Publishing,  Biological  Sciences.  Financial,  Hospital  and  Nursing, 
Insurance,  Museum,  Newspaper,  Transportation-Geography  and  Map 

Scioice-Technology  Division,  Business  Meeting  1 :30-4 :30 
Evening:  Division  Dinner  Meetings — Advertising-Publishing,  Financial,  Biological  Sciences  -  Hospital  and 

Nursing,  Museum 

Science-Technology  Division  Dinner 

Speaker:  Mr.  Tom  C.  Campbell,  Editor,  IRON  AGE 
“The  Challenge  to  Business  Papers” 
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Wednesday,  June  20 

Morning:  Group  breakfast  for  all  SLA  members  8:00  A.  M. 

Library  and  Plant  trips 

Division  meetings — ^Advertising,  Business,  Financial,  Museum,  Insurance,  Newspaper,  Social 
Science,  Transportation 

Science-Technology  Division  General  Meeting 
Chemistry  Section  9K)0-10K)0  A.  M. 

Speaker:  Dr.  Jerrold  Orne,  Director  of  Libraries,  Washington  University,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
"Subject  Indexing  in  Chemistry  Libraries” 

Joint  Division  Meeting  Mnth  Social  Science  Division  10:15-12 

"Bibliographic  Problems"  (continuation  of  the  discussion  at  the  Bibliography  Committee 
meeting  of  ALA  in  Chicago  Feb.  I,  1951.  Mrs.  Ruth  Hooker  and,  it  is  hoped,  others  on  that 
program  will  speak  here) 

Noon:  Group  Luncheon  for  all  SLA  members. 

Afternoon:  Library  and  Plant  trips 

Division  meetings — Geography  and  Map,  Insurance,  Newspaper,  Museum  (Tea  for  all  SLA  mem¬ 
bers  at  Minnesota  Historical  Society  4 :00-5  :00  P.  M. ) 

Science-Teclmology  Diviuon  Gmeral  Meeting 
Engineering-Aeronautics  Section  1:30-4:30  P.  M. 

Speakers:  Dr.  Raymond  L.  Zwemer,  Chief,  Science  Division,  Library  of  Congress,  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C. 

Other  speakers  will  discuss  "Government  Documents  and  Reports  Dealing  with  Electronics," 
“Technical  Publications  of  Industrial  Concerns,"  ‘“Aeronautical  Data  and  Electronic  Track¬ 
ing,"  and  possibly  a  film  on  "Skyhook"  flights. 

Evening:  Smorgasbord,  Hotel  Lowry  Ball  Room  7:30  P.  M. 

Thursday,  Jime  21 

Morning:  Group  breakfast  for  all  SLA  members,  8:00  A.  M. 

Annual  Business  Meeting,  SLA 
Noon:  Group  Luncheon  for  all  SLA  members 

Afternoon:  Annual  Business  Meeting,  SLA 

Officers*  Handbook  Taking  Shape 

Under  the  guidance  of  Mrs.  Isabella  Wallace, 

Chairman  of  the  Division  Structure  Committee,  the 
proposed  "Handbook  of  Procedure  for  Science- 
Technology  Division  Officers,  Committee  Chairmen 
and  Sections"  has  gone  through  its  first  writing  and 
is  now  being  checked  by  incumbents  of  the  positions 
involved.  Mrs.  Maude  Hinson,  a  member  of  Mrs. 

Wallace’s  committee,  has  contributed  the  writing  of 
a  number  of  the  chapters. 

As  stated  in  its  introduction,  this  handbook  has 
been  prepared  to  provide  the  members  and  officers 
of  the  Division  with  information  concerning  their  of¬ 
ficial  duties  and  their  inter-relationship  with  other 
members  of  the  Division  and  of  the  Association  as  a 
whole.  It  is  intended  to  be  a  guide  rather  than  a 
strict  set  of  rules. 

It  was  expected  that  the  Handbook  would  be  rea¬ 
dy  in  a  preliminary  form  for  discussion  at  the  March 
3  meeting  of  the  Sci-Tech  Advisory  Committee. 

AML  Classificatioti 

The  first  regular  edition  of  the  Army  Medical  Li¬ 
brary  Classification  is  expected  to  be  available  by 
the  middle  of  March.  The  schedules  as  published 
represent  the  revised  and  simplified  classification  as 
it  has  been  used  in  the  Library  since  October  1949. 

Copies  of  the  volume  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Chief,  Catalog  Division,  Army  Medical  Library, 

Washington  25,  D.C. 
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WANTED  BY  THE  PROFESSIONAL 
LITERATURE  COMMITTEE: 

Classification  schemes  and  subject  heading  lists 
in  the  fields  of  science  and  technology,  especially 
chemistry,  physics,  and  aeronautics.  Many  requests 
are  made  for  material  in  science  and  technology, 
and  the  present  collection  is  lacking  in  science  and 
technology  subjects. 

If  you  have  prepared  a  classification  scheme  or 
subject  heading  list  for  your  library,  won't  you 
please  send  a  copy  to  the  Professional  Literature 
Committee  at  SLA  headquarters?  We  would  like  to 
include  it  in  a  new  edition  of  Classification  Schemes 
and  Subject  Heading  Lists  which  is  now  in  prepara¬ 
tion. 

Helen  M.  Baierle,  Chairman 
Professional  Literature  Committee 


Symposium  on  Chemical  Literature 

At  a  chemical  literature  sjrmposium  held  in  the 
Library  of  Congress  on  February  16th  with  Dr. 
Ralph  Shaw  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agricul¬ 
ture  Library  as  chairman,  the  speakers  were  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Dr.  A.  F.  Thompson  of  the  Atomic  Energy 
Commission,  on  "Abstracts" ;  Dr.  Raymond  L. 
Zwemer,  Science  Division,  Library  of  Congress,  on 
"Bibliographies";  Lieutenant  Colonel  Frank  B. 
Rogers,  Army  Medical  Library  Director,  on  "In¬ 
dexes." 


RAPID  METHODS  OF  DOCUMENT 
TRANSMISSION  EXHIBITED 

In  conjunction  with  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
American  Documentation  Institute  held  in  Wash¬ 
ington  on  February  1 5,  the  Library  of  Congress 
sponsored  an  exhibit  at  which  more  than  thirty  se¬ 
lected  organizations  were  invited  to  demonstrate  the 
latest  equipment  and  techniques  now  available  or  in 
the  course  of  development  for  documentation.  The 
possibilities  for  the  reproduction  and  trsuismission  of 
graphic  materials  over  long  distances  were  highlight¬ 
ed  by  exhibits  of  facsimile  and  television  devices. 

The  great  interest  in  micro-reproduction  as  a 
means  of  reducing  storage  requirements  and  the  ease 
with  which  such  materials  may  be  reproduced  was 
reflected  in  the  number  of  microfilm  cameras  and 
readers  on  display.  Mechanical  and  electrical  search¬ 
ing  devices  for  locating  information  were  also  shown. 
Among  the  equipment  for  the  rapid  duplication  of 
written  or  printed  material  were  those  involving 
heat,  chemicals  and  static  electricity. 

At  the  afternoon  session  the  following  topics  were 
discussed:  “Discovering  Sourced  of  Material”  (in¬ 
cluding  the  international  exchange  problem), 
“Storage  Problems  and  Micro-reproduction,”  “Prob¬ 
lems  of  Search,”  “Duplication  of  Material”  (Photo, 
Stenofax,  Thermofax,  Xerograph),  and  “Distant 
Services”  (facsimile,  teletype,  teledox,  as  compared 
to  mail  and  messenger). 

Illustrative  of  this  type  of  equipment  is  a  new  de¬ 
vice  now  being  given  a  six-month  field  trial  at  Oak 
Ridge  between  a  main  library  and  a  research  instal¬ 
lation  seven  miles  away.  Under  a  contract  with  the 
Atomic  Energy  Commission  the  Radio  Corporation 
of  America  has  constructed  a  new  type  of  facsimile 
transmitter  which  should  be  of  considerable  interest 
to  library  staffs  and  users. 

The  device  is  capable  of  scanning  and  transmitting 
in  one  minute  a  page  with  type  8  in.  by  13  in.,  in¬ 
cluding  bound  volumes  up  to  3  inches  in  thickness. 
The  page  is  ready  for  use  at  once  at  the  receiving 
end.  At  present  the  copy  can  be  the  same  size,  or 
up  to  four  times  the  original  magnification,  as  would 
be  the  case  in  scanning  a  column  two  inches  wide. 

The  scanning  device,  housed  in  a  cabinet  at  pres¬ 
ent  somewhat  larger  than  an  upright  piano,  includes 
an  electron  tube  which  emits  a  point  of  light  which 
is  sharply  focused  on  the  page.  This  rapidly  scans 
the  material  to  be  transmitted,  reflecting  light  from 
white  surfaces  and  being  absorbed  by  the  dark.  The 
reflected  beam  excites  a  light-sensitive  tube  which 
transmits  the  impulses  after  suitable  amplification. 
The  receiver  is  connected  to  the  transmitter  by  or¬ 
dinary  telephone  wire  in  a  closed  circuit.  Within  a 
building  this  wire  would  need  to  be  shielded  to  pre¬ 
vent  stray  current  from  being  picked  up.  In  the  open 
country,  however,  two  wires  on  a  telephone  pole 
would  seem  to  be  satisfactory.  The  receiver,  syn¬ 
chronized  with  the  scanner,  directs  the  electrical  im¬ 
pulses  to  the  surface  of  a  chemically  treated  paper. 


The  scanning  is  always  120  lines  to  the  inch  so  that 
no  grain  is  visible,  even  though  the  original  magnifi¬ 
cation  is  four-fold. 

The  receiver  is  approximately  one  and  one-half 
feet  wide,  three  feet  high,  and  three  feet  long.  A  reel 
of  paper  eight  and  one-half  inches  wide  is  fed 
through  a  device  which  wets  it  with  two  chemicals 
freshly  mixed.  The  paper  then  passes  the  electrical 
recording  device  which  changes  the  chemical  so  as  to 
retain  it  only  at  points  corresponding  to  type  on  the 
page  at  the  scanning  end.  The  paper  continues  over 
rolls  through  a  washing  and  drying  operation  and  is 
produced  ready  for  immediate  use. 

CHEMICAL  UBRARIANS 
Want  to  be  an  Author? 
and  Help  Publicize  our  Profession? 
and  Help  the  American  Institute  of  Chem. 
Enj^eers? 

For  Special  Attoiticm:  Younger  members  of  Sci-Tech 
University  and  College 
Members 

The  Chemical  Engineering  Education  Projects 
Committee  of  the  American  Institute  of  Chemical 
Engineers  is  interested  in  getting  the  Institute's 
TRANSACTIONS  re-indexed  for  a  cumulative  in¬ 
dex  to  its  42  volumes.  They  have  asked  our  co¬ 
operation  in  helping  to  decide  whether  such  an  in¬ 
dex  could  be  published  without  financial  loss  and 
whether  we  would  be  interested  in  doing  the  index¬ 
ing  with  their  assistance.  They  wish  a  better  index 
than  is  given  by  the  title  indexes  so  far  published 
for  Volumes  1-30. 

If  the  indexing  were  divided  by  volumes  among 
a  committee  of  librarians,  it  is  thought  that  a  chemi¬ 
cal  engineering  subject  heading  list  should  first  be 
compiled  for  conformity  of  headings.  Such  a  list  in 
itself  would  be  a  valuable  contribution  which  we 
could  have  published,  and  is  therefore  being  consid¬ 
ered  as  a  project  of  the  Chemistry  Section. 

Anne  Nicholson,  Chairman  of  the  Chemistry  Sec¬ 
tion,  would  like  very  much  to  hear  from  those  mem¬ 
bers  who  wish  to  aid  in  either  or  both  the  compila¬ 
tion  of  the  chemical  engineering  subject  heading  list 
and  the  indexing  of  the  TRANSACTIONS. 

If  all  librarians  who  would  like  to  acquire  such  an 
index  would  send  Miss  Nicholson  a  postcard  to  that 
effect,  she  would  appreciate  that  also.  Include  any 
maximum  price  over  which  you  would  not  buy  the 
Index  bound  in  conformity  with  the  Institute’s  pre¬ 
vious  binding  of  the  TRANSACTIONS. 

THE  CHAIRMAN  REPORTS 
(CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  2) 

Ways  and  Means  Committee 

The  Vice  Chairman  of  the  Division  has  acted  as 
Chairman  of  this  committee.  Several  worthwhile 
ideas  have  been  proposed  by  members  of  this  com¬ 
mittee  as  means  of  increasing  the  revenue  of  the 
Division.  Means  of  financing  the  Sections  are  also 

being  studied.  A  model  budget  based  on  a  mem¬ 
bership  of  1 ,000  is  being  prepared  as  a  guide. 
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Petrt^um  Section 

A  duplicate  exchange  project  has  been  initiated 
this  year  among  the  members  of  the  section.  The 
first  duplicate  exchange  list  will  be  distributed  to¬ 
ward  the  end  of  February. 

Public  Relations  Committee 

Tbe  chairman.  Miss  Genevieve  Ford,  and  one 
member  from  each  of  the  six  Sections,  appointed 
by  the  Section  Chairman,  make  up  this  committee. 
Its  most  important  function  this  year  is  the  correla¬ 
tion  of  its  activities  with  those  of  the  SLA  commit- 
te,  as  it  was  felt  that  in  the  past  there  has  not  been 
a  clear  cut  mutual  understanding  of  the  work  of  the 
two  committees.  Miss  Ford  has  been  working  close¬ 
ly  with  the  SLA  Committee  Chairman,  Miss  Fergu¬ 
son.  It  is  recommended  that  the  Chairman  of  the 
Sci-Tech  Public  Relations  Committee,  in  the  future, 
be  a  member  of  the  SLA  Public  Relations  Commit¬ 
tee. 

At  the  St.  Louis  Advisory  Committee  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Division  in  October,  the  matter  of 
a  permanent  exhibit  was  discussed  at  length. 
It  was  felt  that  exhibits  at  conventions  and  ex¬ 
positions  such  as  National  Chemical  Exposition 
represents  one  of  our  most  valuable  public  relations 
opportunities  but  working  up  such  an  exhibit  and 
manning  it  often  represent  a  serious  problem  for 
local  groups.  The  idea  of  a  permanent  exhibit  which 
could  be  shipped  easily  has  been  brought  up  a  num¬ 
ber  of  times.  We  have  been  told  that  such  exhibits 
are  very  expensive  to  construct.  One  of  our  mem¬ 
bers  thought  something  on  the  principle  of  a  “peg 
board”  might  be  developed  for  us.  Another  person 
suggested  a  contest,  open  to  Sections  and  Chapter 
S-T  Groups,  for  a  dramatic  and  transportable  exhi¬ 
bit.  Another  suggestion  was  that  a  good  backdrop, 
which  could  be  rolled  up  would  be  practical.  A 
member  with  exhibit  experience  suggested  that  if 
part  of  an  exhibit  be  sent,  photographs  accompany  it 
showing  the  original  setup.  The  Philadelphia  Council 
plan  to  develop  an  exhibit  for  use  with  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  and  other  organizations.  It  was  sug¬ 
gested  that  if  we  had  a  definite  plan  for  a  basic  type 
of  exhibit  which  would  be  of  interest  to  any  gather¬ 
ing  of  scientific  or  tecdmical  personnel,  that  we  might 
apply  for  a  grant  of  funds.  It  was  the  feeling  of  the 
Advisory  Committee  that  the  subject  needed  study 
and  their  recommendation  was  that  a  committee 
should  be  set  up  to  see  whether  it  would  be  practical 
to  have  an  exhibit  which  could  be  made  available 
to  local  S-T  Groups  or  Sections.  If  so,  the  commit¬ 
tee  should  study  and  make  recommendations  on  type 
and  form  most  suitable  suid  methods  of  developing 
and  financing  exhibits. 

The  Elxhibits  Committee  of  Illinois  Chapter  pre¬ 
pared  an  exhibit  for  the  6th  National  Chemical  Ex¬ 
position,  held  Sept.  5-9  at  the  Coliseum.  The  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  exhibit  wets  to  explain  the  functions  of 
SLA  and  to  present  a  graphic  picture  of  the  im¬ 
portant  part  played  by  technical  librarians  in  the 
field  of  chemistry.  A  featured  display  was  a  Micro¬ 
card  Reader  on  loan  from  John  Crerar  Library. 
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Other  Activities 

At  the  invitation  of  Mr.  Maurice  Smith,  librarian 
of  the  Institute  of  Aeronautical  Sciences,  SLA  was 
asked  to  co-sponsor  a  symposium  on  Standardization 
of  Technical  Information  Services  for  Government 
Contractors  to  be  held  in  New  York  January  29, 
1951.  Notices  of  the  meeting  were  sent  to  S-T  mem¬ 
bers  East  of  the  Mississippi. 

Miss  Cavanaugh,  as  Chairman  of  the  International 
Relations  Committee  was  asked  whether  an  article 
could  be  prepared  for  the  magazine  “Wirtschafts- 
dienst  describing  American  practice  and  procedure 
in  listing  new  equipment  and  products  and  informa¬ 
tion  services  in  various  trade  journals.  Mrs.  Miriam 
Landuyt,  who  was  asked  to  prepare  the  paper,  after 
giving  the  matter  a  great  deal  of  thought,  decided 
that  the  subject  did  not  lend  itself  to  an  article  and 
instead  she  prepared  a  letter  giving  the  general  out¬ 
line  of  practice  for  Miss  Cavanaugh  to  send  on  to 
Germany. 

Problems 

In  studying  over  a  report  written  by  the  Past 
Chairman,  dated  January  1949,  it  was  noted  that 
several  problems  mentioned  at  that  time  are  still 
unsolved.  Briefly  they  are  as  follows: 

1.  Keeping  the  Group  membership  informed” 
(the  name  has  been  changed  but  the  problem 
remains.  Our  Division  is  reduced  in  size  from 
1800  to  1450  but  we  are  still  not  able  to  make 
it  into  a  compact  body). 

2.  informing  National  officers  of  Group  activ¬ 
ities,  i.  e.  Public  Relations  officers.” 

3.  “Organizing  the  Group  so  that  the  Chairman 
will  have  less  correspondence.”  (The  present 
Chairman  repeats  this  with  feeling). 

4.  “Having  Chapter  representatives  write  their 
officers  giving  them  the  thought  and  gripes  of 
the  members  of  the  Chapter.” 

To  this  list  of  unsolved  problems  the  following 
ones  may  be  added : 

1.  Means  of  maintaining  up-to-date  sections  rec¬ 
ords.  May  we  expect  help  from  Headquarters 
again?  At  present  there  is  no  provision  for 
section  information  on  the  cards. 

2.  Increasing  S-T  funds  so  that  some  allocation 
may  be  made  to  the  sections. 

3.  Some  means  of  improving  the  standards  of 
convention  papers;  this  is  a  problem  of  the 
whole  association  and  not  S-T  alone. 


Left-over  Notes  from  the  Executive  Secretary’s 
Fall  Report  at  St.  Louis 

The  collection  and  storage  of  Chapter  and  Divi¬ 
sion  bulletins  has  always  been  one  of  the  functions 
of  Headquarters.  At  the  present  time  approximately 
4  drawers  of  files  are  filled  with  this  material,  which 
in  some  instances  is  not  complete.  The  Chapters  and 
Divisions  may  wish  to  consider  binding  or  otherwise 
preserving  one  complete  set  of  their  bulletins  for 
the  permanent  archives. 


The  Executive  Secretary  also  requests  Division 
officers  and  others  who  will  require  Association  sta¬ 
tionery,  promotion  pamphlets,  large  size  envelopes, 
etc.,  to  make  their  needs  known  at  the  beginning  of 
the  Association  year  so  that  Headquarters  will  not 
be  caught  short  when  requests  for  large  quantities 
come  in  after  the  printing  orders  have  been  placed. 

The  code,  designating  Chapter  and  Division  af¬ 
filiation  and  type  of  membership,  as  approved  by 
the  Executive  Board,  is  now  used  on  all  plates  for 
new  members  and  on  the  plates  corrected  for  change 
of  address.  It  will  also  be  used  in  the  Directory  of 
Members  which  is  to  be  published  as  of  April  I, 
1951. 

METALS  SECTION  NOTES 
Convention  Program 

In  addition  to  the  program  outlined  on  page  3, 
it  is  hoped  that  an  informal  meeting  can  be  held  to 
plan  the  Directory  of  Foreign  Alloys  proposed  by 
Miss  Bogart.  If  a  standardized  form  is  used  by  all 
members  collecting  data,  it  should  be  possible  to 
compile  a  very  useful  Directory  without  too  much 
difficulty.  ' 

Several  individuals  have  suggested  another  in¬ 
formal  meeting  to  discuss  the  translation  holdings  of 
members  of  the  Section  and  their  willingness  to  co¬ 
operate  in  direct  loans  since  few  translations  on 
metals  seem  available  through  the  SLA  Translations 
Index. 

World  Metallurgical  Congress 

The  Regional  Meeting  in  Chicago  last  October  in 
conjunction  with  the  National  Metal  Congress  was 
of  such  interest  another  is  being  planned  for  the 
1951  Congress  to  be  held  in  Detroit.  This  year  it 
will  be  a  "World  Metallurgical  Congress”  with  dele¬ 
gations  coming  from  most  of  the  free  countries. 
Some  delegates  have  expressed  an  interest  in  meet¬ 
ings  on  classification,  bibliography,  etc.,  so  it  is 
hoped  the  Section  can  sponsor  a  number  of  open 
meetings  on  such  subjects. 

Papers  Available 

Preprints  of  the  following  papers  given  at  Atlan¬ 
tic  City  are  available  at  25  cents  each  from  Fred¬ 
erica  M.  Weitlauf,  Technical  Library,  Timken  Roll¬ 
er  Bearing  Co.,  Canton,  Ohio. 

( 1 )  “The  Technical  Society  as  a  Library  Re¬ 
source,”  Marjorie  R.  Hyslop,  Editor,  Metals 
Review. 

(2)  "Engineering  Societies  as  Sources  of  Infor¬ 
mation,”  Ralph  H.  Phelps,  Director,  Engin¬ 
eering  Societies  Library. 

(3)  "The  American  Society  for  Testing  Mater¬ 
ials  and  the  ASTM  Technical  Publications,” 
R.  E.  Hess,  Technical  Secretary,  ASTM. 

Mr.  Schrero,  Section  Chairman,  has  only  two 
manuscripts  for  the  papers  given  at  Chicago: 


(  I  )  “Searching  Patents,”  John  D.  Gat,  Carnegie- 
Illinois  Steel  Corp. 

(2)  "Training  and  Ejcperiences  Most  Useful  to 
Technical  Librarians,”  Miss  Helen  Basil. 
Crane  Co. 

These  will  be  reproduced  if  there  is  a  sufficient 
number  of  requests  for  them.  Many  requests  have 
been  received  for  the  paper  by  Dr.  M.  A.  Gross- 
mann  on  "Literature  Searches,"  but  he  spoke  from 
notes  and  does  not  have  time  to  elaborate  them  into 
a  paper. 


Bibliographic  Problems  Discussed  by  ALA 

The  Bibliography  Committee  of  the  American  Li¬ 
brary  Association  at  its  meeting  in  Chicago  at  the 
Edgewater  Beach  Hotel  on  February  1,  discussed 
problems  of  interest  to  all  Sci-Tech  members,  and 
Indeed,  two  of  our  members  took  a  prominent  part 
in  the  discussion.  SLA-ers  present  were  especially 
proud  of  the  way  Mrs.  Hooker  handled  her  com¬ 
ments.  She  and  Dr.  Warheit  both  pleaded  for  a 
subject  approach  to  the  problem.  The  program,  of 
which  a  continuation  is  planned  for  the  SLA  St. 
Paul  Convention  (see  p.  4),  was  as  follows: 

Chairman:  Jesse  H.  Shera,  Graduate  Library 
School  University  of  Chicago. 

“The  UNESCO  Conference  on  the  Improvement 
of  Bibliographic  Services,  Paris,  November 
7-10,  1950” — ^Verner  W.  Clapp,  Library  of 
Congress. 

“The  United  States  Report  on  National  and  In¬ 
ternational  Bibliographic  Problems,”  a  re¬ 
port  prepared  for  the  ALA  Committee  on  Bibli¬ 
ography  by  Margaret  E.  Egan  and  Jesse  H. 
Shera. 

Discussion  of  the  Report  by: 

I.  A.  Warheit,  Reference  Service  Branch,  Tech¬ 
nical  Information  Service,  U.  S.  Atomic  En¬ 
ergy  Commission. 

Ruth  H.  Hooker,  Technical  Library  Branch, 
Technical  Information  Division,  U.  S.  Naval 
Research  Laboratory. 


Speaking  of  bibliographic  problems,  one  city 
which  has  the  problem  well  in  hand  is  Philadelphia. 
For  the  interesting  story  of  the  Philadelphia  Biblio¬ 
graphical  Center  (est.  1940)  and  Union  Library 
Catalogue  (est.  1936),  see  the  January  1951  Bulle¬ 
tin  of  the  Special  Libraries  Council  of  Philadelphia 
and  vicinity. 


Advances  in  the  uses  of  rubber  in  engineering,  1949- 
1950.  India  Rubber  World  123,  442-49  (Jan. 
1951).  Leora  Straka. 

A  complete  review  of  engineering  uses  of  rubber 
with  1 49  references,  based  on  a  paper  given  before 
the  ASME  Rubber  and  Plastics  Division  Nov.  30, 
1950. 
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CHAPTER  DOINGS 


New  York 

,  Technical  Reports: 

More  Indexing  and  Abstracting  for  Fewer  Dollars 

TTie  research  user  of  technical  reports  was  the 
target  of  the  Symposium  on  Standardization  in  Tech- 
nicaJ  Information  Services  for  Government  Contrac¬ 
tors,  held  in  New  York  at  the  Hotel  Astor  on  Jan¬ 
uary  29th.  Integration  and  simplification  on  the  or¬ 
ganization  side,  standardization  of  procedures,  stand¬ 
ardization  of  catalog  cards,  abstract  bulletins,  and 
indexes,  and  of  technical  reports,  and  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  machine  methods  for  faster  production  and 
searching,  were  some  of  the  principal  topics  dis¬ 
cussed  by  the  panel  speakers  and  their  chairman. 

Tlie  occasion  was  the  national  annual  meeting  of 
the  Institute  of  the  Aeronautical  Sciences,  and  the 
co-sponsors  of  the  symposium  were  the  Libraries  of 
the  Institute  and  the  Science-Technology  Division 
of  the  Special  Libraries  Association. 

The  chairman  was  Dr.  Eugene  W.  Scott,  Execu¬ 
tive  Secretary  of  the  Interdepartmental  Committee 
on  Scientific  Research  and  Development.  The  panel 
consisted  of  Mr.  E.  Eugene  Miller,  Chief,  Division 
of  Research  Information,  National  Advisory  Com¬ 
mittee  for  Aeronautics;  Dr.  Dwight  E.  Gray,  Chief, 
Navy  Research  Section,  Library  of  Congress;  Colon¬ 
el  Albert  A.  Amhjmi,  Director,  Central  Air  Docu¬ 
ments  Office;  and  Dr.  Mortimer  Taube,  Deputy  Di¬ 
rector,  Technical  Information  Service,  Atomic  Eln- 
ergy  Commission. 

Dr.  Scott  described  developments  on  the  organi¬ 
zation  side  which  have  led  to  a  directive  now  on  De¬ 
fense  Secretary  Marshall's  desk  for  signature,  estab¬ 
lishing  the  Armed  Services  Technical  Information 
Agency  (ASTIA).  Under  ASTIA,  the  present  Navy 
Research  Section  of  the  Library  of  Congress  will  ac¬ 
complish  for  contractors  the  cataloging  of  reports 
and  bibliographical  and  reference  services.  Acquisi¬ 
tion  and  distribution  will  be  the  responsibility  of 
the  present  Central  Air  Documents  Office. 

While  all  the  speakers  described  the  documen¬ 
tation  operations  of  their  agencies,  their  discussions 
centered  on  the  work  since  June  1950  of  the  group 
for  standardizatitMi  in  information  services  (g.s.i.s., 
lower  case) .  This  is  an  informal  working  group  con¬ 
sisting  of  the  panel  and  its  staff  members,  described 
as  a  stepchild  of  ASTIA  which  might  be  adopted 
by  ASTIA  when  it  comes  of  age.  The  four  agencies 
represented  on  the  panel  are  responsible  for  handling 
approximately  eighty  percent  of  the  reports  coming 
out  which  bear  on  the  national  defense  research  pro¬ 
gram. 

The  g.s.i.s.  has  agreed  upon  a  common  catalog 
card  which  will  be  used  by  all  four  of  these  agencies 
beginning  March  1st,  1931.  Development  of  a  com¬ 
mon  subject  heading  list  and  a  common  list  of  cor¬ 
porate  authors  will  have  progressed  by  then  to  a 
point  where  they  can  be  used  as  a  basis  for  a  stand¬ 
ard  by  all  the  agencies  in  their  cataloging  opera¬ 
tions.  The  catalog  card  agreed  upon  is  a  marginal 
card  familiar  in  principle  to  users  of  Technical  In- 
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formation  Pflot  and  Atomic  Energy  Commission 
cards,  adopted  because  it  can  be  used  in  both  card 
catalogs  and  abstract  bulletins  and  indexes,  with 
only  one  typing  and  one  proofreading.  The  rest  of 
the  work  is  done  by  photography.  A  machine  for 
mounting  cards  for  photographing  into  abstract  bul¬ 
letin  and  index  pages  is  badly  needed,  and  its  de¬ 
velopment  is  being  currently  negotiated.  The  prob¬ 
lem  was  described  as  a  simple  one  technically. 

On  the  practical  side  of  micro-reproduction, 
microcard  copies  of  all  security  unclassified  and  re¬ 
stricted  documents  will  be  included  automatically  by 
the  Navy  Research  Section,  for  an  experimental  per¬ 
iod  of  about  six  months.  This  is  under  a  new  special 
contract  of  the  Office  of  Naval  Research  with  the 
Microcard  Corporation,  whose  reader  was  announc¬ 
ed  as  available  for  rent  at  $5.00  per  month  and  for 
sale  at  about  $150.00. 

Procedures  for  the  checking  of  security  clear¬ 
ances  on  requests  for  security  classified  reports  were 
described  in  detail.  The  importance  of  security  was 
stressed  by  the  speakers,  but  the  equal  importance 
of  solutions  to  the  problem  of  alleviation  of  delays 
in  delivery  of  reports  was  fully  recognized. 

Dr.  Taube  discussed  implications  of  g.s.i.s.  work 
for  the  future,  and  described  projects  contemplat¬ 
ed  and  in  actual  progress.  Answers  to  written  ques¬ 
tions  from  the  audience  amplified  a  number  of  points 
made  by  the  speakers,  and  opened  up  some  new 
paths  for  investigation. 

The  discussions  were  recorded  and  will  be  avail¬ 
able  in  full  from  the  Institute  of  the  Aeronautical 
Sciences  (2  E.  64th  St.,  New  York  21)  early  in 
March.  A  list  of  about  I  50  references  on  documen¬ 
tation  and  bibliographical  organization  will  be  in¬ 
cluded.  The  price  will  be  approximately  $1.00. 
Maurice  H.  Smith,  Librarian 
Institute  of  the  Aeronautical  Sciences 

Some  Developments  in  Library  Techniques 

(Resume  of  talk  by  Maurice  F.  Tauber  to  Chapter 
Sci-Tech  Division,  Dec.  1  I,  1950). 

This  paper  considers  four  major  aspects  in  the 
development  of  techniques  in  library  service.  These 
are:  (I)  production  of  materials,  (2)  organization 
and  control  of  materials,  (3)  circulation  and  use 
of  materials,  and  (4)  methods  and  techniques  in 
such  areas  as  storage,  work  simplification,  and  busi¬ 
ness  machines. 

Production  of  materials.  Librarians  have  been 
watching  keenly  developments  in  micro-reproduc¬ 
tions  —  microfilms,  microcards,  and  microprint.  In 
addition  to  these,  librarians  will  be  affected  by 
such  developments  as  the  Lumitype,  Justowriter,  and 
new  methods  of  offset  printing.  The  TTiermofax  and 
Xerox,  among  other  developments  in  copying  de¬ 
vices,  should  also  have  increasing  usefulness  in  li¬ 
braries.  The  Contoura  camera  has  been  designed  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  individual  research  worker. 
The  diazo-process  will  probably  reduce  the  costs  of 
producing  materials  photographically. 


Organization  and  control  of  materiab.  Rapid 
strides  are  being  made  in  the  development  of  vari¬ 
ous  aids  in  bibliographical  control  and  service.  Such 
devices  as  rapid  selectors  (electronic  and  electrical), 
punched  cards,  card  reproduction  machines,  and 
Flexoline  serial  records  are  among  the  innovations 
which  should  be  noted. 

Circulation  and  use  of  materials.  In  charging  sys¬ 
tems,  we  have  witnessed  the  utilization  of  punched 
card  applications,  photochargers,  and  audio-charg¬ 
ers.  There  have  also  been  new  projectors  which  have 
reached  the  market  for  library  and  individual  use. 
The  use  of  teletype  by  bibliographical  centers  and 
research  storage  centers  is  also  likely  to  have  direct 
effects  upon  library  collecting  and  housing  problems. 

Methods  and  techniques  in  special  areas.  Special 
attention  might  well  be  given  to  such  developments 
as  compact  storage  proposals,  studies  in  work  sim¬ 
plification,  and  the  use  of  business  machines.  Fre¬ 
mont  Rider  has  suggested  how  libraries  can  make 
more  effective  use  of  storage  space  by  new  meth¬ 
ods  of  housing  materials.  The  motion  studies  of 
Hardkopf  at  the  New  York  Public  Library  reveal 
that  we  sometimes  are  not  aware  of  real  savings  that 
can  be  made  in  library  operations  by  a  careful  anal¬ 
ysis  of  what  is  being  done.  Ralph  Shaw’s  work  with 
the  ‘ ‘Photoclerk”  reveals  that  we  have  not  yet  in¬ 
troduced  into  library  operations  time-saving  de¬ 
vices  which  will  be  helpful  to  librarians  in  their  ef¬ 
forts  to  provide  services  economically. 

Washington 

Programs  Scheduled  for  1950-51 
October  31 

“Division  of  Information  Services  of  the  National 
Research  Council,  Canada”  by  R.  A.  Frigon,  Cana¬ 
dian  Scientific  Liaison  Office. 

“Technical  Information  Facilities  of  the  District 
of  Columbia”  by  S.  H.  Manion,  Julian  F.  Smith, 
R.  P.  Ware  and  Cedric  R.  Flagg. 

November  28 

“The  Organization  of  a  Technical  Information 
Service”  by  Dr.  A.  F.  Thompson,  Chief,  Technical 
Information  Service,  Atomic  Energy  Commission. 

Jsuiuary  9 

“The  Program  of  the  Office  of  Technical  Ser¬ 
vices”  by  John  C.  Green,  Director,  Office  of  Tech¬ 
nical  Services,  Department  of  Commerce. 

February  6 

Joint  meeting  with  Biology  and  Medicine  and 
Geography  and  Maps  Sections. 

“Future  of  Science  in  the  Library  of  Congress” 
by  Dr.  Raymond  L.  Zwemer,  Chief,  Science  Divi¬ 
sion,  Library  of  Congress. 

March  27 

“Standardization  of  Cataloging  Government  Re¬ 
search  and  Development  Reports.”  A  panel  dis¬ 
cussion  by  Dr.  Mortimer  Taube,  Deputy  Chief,  Tech¬ 
nical  Information  Service,  Atomic  Energy  Commis¬ 
sion;  Mr.  Robert  Bray,  Asst.  Chief,  Navy  Research 


Section,  Library  of  Congress;  Mr.  E.  E.  Miller,  C^ief, 
Division  of  Research  Information,  National  Advisory 
Committee  for  Aeronautics. 

May  22 

“Servicing  and  Control  of  Government  Research 
and  Development  Reports.”  A  panel  discussion. 

FLASH  —  Just  received  the  news  that  our  ex¬ 
president  and  Washington’s  ex-Sci-Tech  chairman, 
Mrs.  Ruth  Hooker,  has  been  promoted  to  the  newly 
created  position  of  Coordinator  of  Naval  Libraries 
as  of  February  26,  1951.  Miss  Mildred  Benton,  for¬ 
merly  Director  of  Field  Libraries  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture,  has  taken  over  Mrs.  Hooker’s  posi¬ 
tion  of  Librarian  of  the  Naval  Research  Laboratory. 

Philadelphia 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Sci-Tech  Group  of 
the  Philadelphia  Chapter  on  September  26  the 
speaker  was  Dr.  Harriet  E.  Rockwell,  Biochemist  of 
the  Literature  Research  Department  of  the  Smith, 
Kline  and  French  Laboratories,  whose  topic  was. 
“Presenting  current  literature  to  technical  men.” 

A  fine  summary  of  this  paper,  which  we  had  in¬ 
tended  to  publish  until  we  ran  out  of  space,  is  pre¬ 
sented  in  the  October  bulletin  of  the  Sci-Tech  Group 
of  the  Philadelphia  Chapter.  For  copies,  as  long  as 
available,  write  to  Miss  Mary  Zabriskie,  Librarian 
of  RCA  Victor  Division,  Tube  Department,  Lancas¬ 
ter,  Pa. 

The  second  meeting  of  the  season  was  on  Novem¬ 
ber  14,  1950  at  the  ASTM  Headquarters,  when  Mr. 
Robert  J.  Painter,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  ASTM 
spoke  on  “How  the  American  Society  for  Testing 
Materials  Compiles  and  Distributes  its  publications.” 

On  March  9th  the  Science-Technology  Group  is 
the  sponsor  of  the  regular  Chapter  meeting  to  be 
held  at  the  Free  Library  of  Philadelphia.  Speakers 
on  the  topic  “Planning  the  Special  Library  of  the 
Future”  will  be;  Dr.  Charles  W.  David,  Director 
of  Libraries,  University  of  Pennsylvania;  Miss  Jean 
Wesner,  Bethlehem  Steel  Co. ;  Miss  Elizabeth  Bower- 
man,  Armstrong  Cork  Co. 


Manual  of  special  library  technique,  with  particular 
reference  to  the  technical  special  libraries  of  commer¬ 
cial  and  government  establishments.  J.  E.  Wright. 
ASLIB,  London.  120  pp.  8s6d.  2nd  Ed.  revised. 

The  great  diversity  of  special  libraries  makes  it  by 
no  means  an  easy  task  to  suggest  the  lines  on  which 
they  might  be  organized.  However,  the  author  has 
not  only  managed  to  put  into  his  120  pages  much 
valuable  advice  for  the  beginner  but  also  to  indicate 
several  ways  of  tackling  some  of  the  problems.  He 
deals  with  the  function  of  a  special  technical  library, 
the  material  in  it,  the  methods  of  acquiring  and  re¬ 
cording  accessions,  indexing,  classification,  catalog¬ 
ing,  loans,  information  work,  staff  accommodation 
and  cooperation  with  other  libraries.  The  book  is 
well  illustrated  by  diagrams  and  examples.  Not  only 
the  beginner  but  also  the  experienced  librarian  may 
well  learn  from  it. 
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Evaluation  of  a  BusineM  Service 

For  this  helpful  feature,  which  occurs  regularly 
in  the  Bulletin  of  the  Business  Division,  we  are  in¬ 
debted  to  the  Evaluation  of  Services  Committee  of 
that  Division  and  their  February  1951  Bulletin. 

Name:  CHEMICAL  ECONOMICS  HANDBOOK. 

Publisher:  Stanford  Research  Institute,  Stanford, 
Calif. 

Price:  $250.00  per  year.  ($60.00  per  year  for 
each  additional  copy  to  the  same  subscriber;  $60.00 
per  year  to  public  libraries,  universities,  and  other 
non-profit  organizations. ) 

Format:  Graphs  and  tables  photolithed  on  8.5x1  1 
paper.  Sheets  punched  for  three-ring  binder  which 
is  provided. 

Frequency:  Installments  of  20  to  40  data  sheets 
are  released  monthly. 

Established:  1950. 

Purpose  smd  Scope:  To  collect  and  present  in 
comparable  graphical  and  tabular  form,  economic 
data  pertinent  to  the  chemical  producing  and  con¬ 
suming  industries. 

Editor:  Dr.  Ra3rmond  H.  Ewell,  Manager,  Chem¬ 
ical  Economics  Service,  Department  of  Business  and 
Industrial  Economics,  Stanford  Research  Institute. 
Ph.D.  Princeton;  Professor,  Purdue;  Senior  Chemi¬ 
cal  Economist,  Shell  Chemical  Corp. 

Review:  The  Handbook  consists  primarily  of 
graphs  showing  production,  consumption,  exports, 
imports,  and  prices  of  chemicals,  raw  materials,  and 
chemical  consuming  commodities.  The  graphs  show 
behavior  of  these  items  between  1910  and  the  pre¬ 
sent.  The  curves  are  plotted  on  semi-logarithmic  pa¬ 
per.  A  specially  designed  scale  is  provided  which 
permits  reading  average  rates  of  growth  in  percent 
per  year  directly  from  the  graphs.  Graphs  are  print¬ 
ed  on  an  excellent  quality  bond  paper,  which  is  suf¬ 
ficiently  translucent  to  permit  direct  comparison  of 
curves  by  superimposition  of  sheets.  Some  250  data 
sheets  have  been  released  to  date  under  the  follow¬ 
ing  chapter  headings:  I.  Economic  Indicators,  II. 
Major  Industries  and  Commodities,  111.  Chemical  and 
Allied  Process  Industries,  IV.  Raw  Materials,  V. 
End-Chemical  Groups,  VI.  Organic  Chemicals,  VII. 
Inorganic  Chemicals,  VIII.  Regional  Data.  Each 
sheets  bears  in  the  upper  right  hand  comer  the  sec¬ 
tion  to  which  it  belongs  and  the  name  of  the  chemi¬ 
cal  or  item  discussed.  Sheets  are  filed  alphabetically 
by  these  headings  in  the  appropriate  section. 

Sources  used  are  the  most  authoritative  available, 
including  government  statistics,  trade  association  re¬ 
leases  and  other  sources.  Whenever  published  data 
are  inadequate,  new  data  are  obtained  directly  from 
trade  associations  or  from  companies. 

Comments  from  users,  including  executives  of 
companies  producing  and  consuming  chemicals,  in¬ 
vestment  firms,  editors,  and  universities,  indicate 
that  the  Handbook  greatly  facilitates  the  preparation 
of  market  and  economic  surveys. 
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SELECTED  ABSTRACTS 

The  Universal  Decimal  Classification.  International 
Federation  for  Documentation  Publ.  No.  246.  The 
Hague,  Netherlands.  1 6  p.  Gratis. 

The  pamphlet,*  in  the  English  language,  gives  an 
introduction  to  the  U.D.C. 

The  cataloging,  arrangement  and  filing  of  specUJ 
material  in  special  libraries.  R.  L.  Collins.  London, 
1950.  76  p.  9s6d. 

Routines  for  dealing  with  illustrations,  lantern 
slides,  clippings,  microfilm,  recordings,  trade  cata¬ 
logs,  maps,  and  films  are  described  with  the  aim  to 
ensure  their  maximum  use  with  economy  of  records 
and  routing  consistent  with  efficiency. 

The  structure  of  a  connective  index.  J.  Documenta¬ 
tion  6  (3):  140-1 51  (1950).  B.  C.  Vickery. 

The  aim  of  the  paper  is  to  exsunine  the  struc¬ 
ture  of  the  dictionary,  syndetic,  Kaiser,  Holmstrom, 
classified,  synthetic  classified,  and  punched  card 
indexes  by  considering  how  far  they  are  congruent 
with  the  following  criteria:  1  )  easy  location  of  head¬ 
ings,  2)  heading  in  ARB  form,  3)  lead  ARB  < — ► 
AR  ►  A,  4)  lead  A  ►  E  A  >  E  EA, 
5)  lead  Ai  < — ►  A2  — ►  A3.  The  synthetic  sys¬ 
tem  exemplified  by  the  use  of  the  colon  in  U.D.C. 
and  the  Colon  Classification  can  meet  all  the  basic 
requirements.  'The  solution  to  the  problem  of  a  con¬ 
nective  index  to  scientific  material  is  therefore  a 
combination  of  alphabetical  and  systematic  ar¬ 
rangement. 

Welding  patent  classification  in  the  A.  F.  Davis  Li- 
brsuy.  R.  S.  Green.  Ohio  State  Univ.,  Engineering 
Experiment  Station  Bulletin  No.  140.  Jan.  1950 
(Vol.  19,  No.  1)  74  p. 

A  specially  designed  Keysort  punched  card  with 
I  1 8  numbered  positions  is  used  to  classify  over 
1 2,000  patents.  An  outline  of  the  classification  is 
presented. 

A  method  of  coding  chemicsJs  for  correlaticm  smd 
classiBcation.  Chemical-Biological  Coordination  Cen¬ 
ter,  Natonal  Research  Council,  1950.  98  p.  $1.50. 

The  chemical  code  devised  for  use  in  classifying, 
indexing  and  sorting  chemicals  according  to  specific 
predetermined  characteristics  is  described  in  detail. 
Methods  of  employing  the  code  are  presented. 

A  punch  card  index  system.  Chemistry  in  Canada 
2(9)  :36-38(  1950).  J.E.D.  Carwardine. 

This  paper  describes  a  complete  indexing  scheme 
covering  an  organo-chemical  type  of  industry  from 
a  process  chemist’s  point  of  view.  A  standard  single- 
holed  card  is  used  and  information  is  obtained  by 
direct  coding. 

Technical  libraries  and  the  literature  search.  Insti¬ 
tute  Spokesman  14(60)  :1  7-20(  1950).  J.  C.  Ship- 
man. 

Literature  searches  can  be  handled  effectively  in 
most  localities  since  government  libraries,  privately- 
endowed  libraries,  public  libraries.  University  li- 


braries,  and  libraries  of  technological  schools  have 
excellent  facilities  for  scientific  and  technical  library 
work.  The  literature  of  science  and  technology  has 
the  best  tools  for  locating  information.  These  guides 
and  tools  are  briefly  mentioned,  and  Soule's  outline 
for  making  a  library  search  is  recommended. 

The  literature  of  special  librarianship.  Aslib  Proc. 
2(4)  :2 17-242(1950).  E.  M.  R.  Ditman. 

A  bibliography  of  300  items,  not  exhaustive, 
covering  periodical  literature,  directories  and  infor¬ 
mation  on  sources,  types  of  special  libraries,  func¬ 
tions  of  special  libraries,  buildings  and  equipment, 
administration  and  methods,  document  reproduc¬ 
tion,  mechanization  in  libraries;  preparation  of  tech¬ 
nical  bulletins,  abstracting  journals,  etc. ;  training  for 
special  librarianship,  reference  books. 

The  literature  chemist.  Chem.  and  Eng.  News  28 
(52):4530-32(1950).  J.  W.  Perry. 

The  job  of  the  literature  chemist  is  important 
since  consulting  the  record  of  previous  experimenta¬ 
tion  avoids  the  blunder  of  experimental  work  and 
the  cost  involved.  Important  qualifications  that  a 
literature  chemist  must  possess  are:  ability  to  work 
harmoniously  with  the  experimental  chemists,  tact 
and  patience.  If  a  proper  relationship  is  established, 
the  literature  chemist  will  find  excellent  opportun¬ 
ities  for  cooperating  with  his  research  colleagues, 
management,  patent  attorneys  and  market  research¬ 
ers.  Required  qualifications  include:  broad  training 
in  chemistry,  knowledge  of  sources  of  information, 
proficiency  in  reading  foreign  publications,  ability 
to  write  concisely  and  convincingly,  knowledge  of 
the  history  of  chemistry. 

Outline  of  the  history  of  chemistry.  H.  S.  Klickstein. 
Prepared  for  Mallinckrodt  Chemical  Works,  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  1950.  Gratis. 

A  wall  chart  traces  chemical  knowledge  from  its 
beginnings  in  man's  first  speculations  about  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  universe  and  in  man's  primitive  practical 
arts  through  the  advances  made  in  the  fields  of  or¬ 
ganic,  biochemical,  physical  and  analytical  chem¬ 
istry,  as  well  as  the  technological  and  industrial  de¬ 
velopments  resulting  from  these  researches. 

Blueprint  for  knowledge.  Scientific  Monthly  72(2): 
90-101(1951).  F.  L.  Walker. 

The  author  paints  a  pretty  picture  of  an  automatic 
electronic  library  whereby  a  customer  in  his  home 
could  punch  the  right  buttons  and  get  an  image  of 
a  printed  page  on  a  screen.  In  order  to  make  this 
fantasy  a  reality,  four  new  basic  tools  are  required: 
1 )  the  Electrecord — an  electronic  recording  cell 
which  could  be  made  to  transmit  its  information  to 
a  television  screen,  electric  typewriter,  or  loud¬ 
speaker;  2)  the  Autolibrarian — an  electronic  mech¬ 
anism  which  detects  a  code  after  it  is  dialed  and  ac¬ 
tuates  all  those  electrecords  which  correspond  to  the 
code  so  that  the  desired  information  is  transmitted; 
3)  a  Pocket  Index  of  World  Knowledge — contain¬ 
ing  code  numbers  to  be  dialed  to  obtain  any  kind  of 
information;  4)  Books  Without  Cost — for  further 
study,  customer  would  be  furnished  documents  or 
books  in  miniature  print. 


Reprints.  South  African  Libraries  17  (4): 1 67- 170 
(1950).  N.  McGrath. 

The  paper  is  a  brief  outline  of  some  methods  of 
dealing  with  reprints.  If  it  is  decided  that  they  are 
pamphlet  material,  reprints  may  be  treated  as  fol¬ 
lows:  (1)  catalog  and  classify,  (2)  catalog  and  ar¬ 
range  alphabetically,  (3)  do  not  catalog;  arrange 
under  subject  headings,  (4)  do  not  catalog;  ar¬ 
range  alphabetically  by  author.  If  reprints  are  classed 
with  periodical  publications  then  handle  in  this 
fashion:  catalog  each  under  journal  from  vdiich  it  is 
reprinted  and  file  under  the  name  of  the  journal  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  classification  used  in  the  library,  or 
alphabetically,  or  in  a  separate  sequence  under  name 
of  author. 

Intelligence — some  fundammtal  principles.  ASLIB 
PROC.  2  (2)  :5 1-55 (1950).  V.  E.  Parke. 

The  function  of  intelligence  is  to  find,  to  obtain, 
to  assess,  to  store,  and  to  make  available  all  informa¬ 
tion,  published  or  not,  of  value  to  the  institution 
concerned  or  to  its  collaborators.  An  absolute  con¬ 
dition  of  successful  intelligence  work  is  the  close 
collaboration  between  the  head  of  the  institution, 
the  users  and  the  librarian.  Its  greatest  success  de¬ 
pends  upon  the  users'  habit  of  referring  to  it  and 
trusting  it,  as  well  as  the  scrupulous  respect  of  the 
library's  property  and  rules  by  the  head  of  the  in¬ 
stitution.  The  library  must  respect  itself  and  insist 
on  proper  handling  of  its  materials  by  all  its  users. 
The  user  in  turn  must  use  the  library  with  public 
spirit  and  must  not  immobilize  its  material  by  mak¬ 
ing  unnecessary  demands. 

The  bibliographic  syston  of  classificaticm.  ASLIB 
PROC.  2  (1):7- 13(1950).  L.  A.  Burgess. 

A  brief  summary  of  the  Bliss  classification  point¬ 
ing  out  its  amazing  economy  of  symbols,  the  scholar¬ 
ly  character  of  the  scheme,  its  detailed  outlines,  and 
the  unique  and  distinctive  feature  of  substituting  an 
alternative  grouping  without  dislocating  the  entire 
scheme. 

The  colon  classification:  ASLIB  PROC.  2  (1):14' 
22(1950).  A.  S.  Wells. 

The  novel  concept  of  facet  analysis — the  division 
of  a  specific  subject  into  its  constituent  elements — 
is  clearly  explained.  By  means  of  a  new  conception 
of  the  function  of  mnemonics,  centered  around  the 
fundamental  concepts,  it  is  possible  to  create  a  self- 
perpetuating  classification  and  to  construct  numbers 
for  new  subjects  and  complete  schedules  for  spe¬ 
cial  literature.  Some  suggestions  for  building  a  classi¬ 
fication  of  package  manufacture  on  colon  principles 
are  offered  to  show  how  this  ingenious  system  works. 

Trade  catalogues.  INFORMATION  (A.S.L.I.S. )  3 
(2):29(1950).  B.  Robertson. 

Trade  catalogues  represent  a  mine  of  information. 
The  ideal  index  should  record  the  name  of  maker, 
types  of  goods  listed,  trade  names  used  by  maker, 
and  local  agents. 
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